
 

 

Wednesday 21st July 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Following the publication of the ‘Department for Education Schools Covid-19 operational guidance’ (post step 

4), we are now in a position to give you some details regarding the arrangements for September. Assuming 

there are no local or national lockdowns, or further restrictions imposed over the Summer, the plans below will 

take effect from September when the Autumn term commences: 

• School will open to all children on Monday 6th September (Thursday 2nd and Friday 3rd will be INSET days); 

• Children will no longer be grouped in bubbles. At Step 4 the government no longer recommends that it is 

necessary to keep children in consistent groups (‘bubbles’). Our outbreak management plan should, 

however, cover the possibility that in some local areas it may become necessary to reintroduce ‘bubbles’ 

for a temporary period, to reduce mixing between groups. Any decision to reintroduction ‘bubbles’ would 

not be taken lightly. We will therefore be allowing children to mix within clubs, on the playground and in 

the dining hall.  

• There will be no social distancing between children in school, desks will be arranged in tables or rows 

dependent on the teachers seating plan and classroom arrangement to best meet teaching and learning 

arrangements; 

• Whilst we can meet as a whole school for activities such as assemblies and playtime, we will do this in a 

staged approach. Some of our youngest pupils have not experienced being in the hall or on the playground 

with large numbers of pupils, so we will build to this gradually; 

• Music and singing will be able to happen as normal, we look forward to hearing song around our school 

once more; 

• Hot dinners and Grab Bags will be offered. These will continue to be available to book via ParentMail. 

Children will be permitted to bring small lunchboxes to school if bringing a lunch from home;  

• The school uniform policy will be in effect again from Monday 6th September and pupils will be expected 

to wear the correct uniform now retail is fully open.  Summer uniform is permitted until October half term. 

Please see school website for full school uniform list;  

• PE lessons have worked very successfully when children have come to school wearing their kit with their 

school fleece/jumper/cardigan on top. We will continue to operate this system in September. Only school 

PE kit is to be worn comprising – red school logo t-shirt, plain black shorts and pumps/trainers and during 

the colder months, plain black joggers/leggings. Alternative slogan tops or sweatshirts are NOT permitted; 

• Personal stationery will be supplied for every child, however, if KS2 pupils wish to bring their own SMALL 

pencil case then they may do so; 

• Children in EYFS and KS1 may bring a book bag to school. Backpacks will NOT be allowed; 

• Children in KS2 are allowed to bring a small bag into school if necessary, pupils must NOT bring in large 

backpacks; 

• Children should continue to bring water bottles, filled with water only – please fill initially at home to avoid 

queuing at the water fountains;   

• Children will still be encouraged to regularly was their hands throughout the school day. They may wish to 

bring their own hand sanitizer, but a cleaning station will still be available in each classroom where hand 

sanitizer will be available to support good hand hygiene; 

• If it is warm and sun cream is required, this must be applied before school (so needs to be long lasting) or 

children will need to have their own bottle and apply it by themselves; 

 

https://www.lapal.dudley.sch.uk/uniform


  

 

• Breakfast Club and After-school club will recommence from September.  We intend to still keep the children 

in phase groups to support organisation and planned age appropriate activities, however, there will also be 

opportunities for the children to mix, for example when playing outside; 

• Clubs and trips are also permitted from September; we will communicate arrangements as these are 

planned;   

• Swimming will recommence. As pupils did not get to experience this area of the curriculum last year we will 

be taking years 4, 5 and 6 next academic year, further details will follow; 

• Volunteers, supply staff and non-essential visitors such as specialist external agencies will be invited into 

school again.  We will continue to ensure every visitor signs into school so we have an effective record of 

who has been on site and when; 

• School will operate for a full 5 days per week and attendance will be compulsory. The government’s guidance 

is that school has a duty to refer parents to the Local Authority for consideration for a fixed penalty notice 

fine for non-attendance; 

• Schools will still be required to provide remote education to pupils where their attendance would be 

contrary to government guidance or legislation around COVID-19. This includes pupils who are abroad, and 

facing challenges to return due COVID-19 travel restrictions. This capacity will be maintained via the use of 

Google Classroom; 

• Face coverings will no longer be advised for staff and visitors either in classrooms or in communal areas. 

From 19 July, the government has removed the requirement to wear face coverings in law, but expects and 

recommends that they are worn in enclosed and crowded spaces where you may come into contact with 

people you don't normally meet. If we have an outbreak in our school, a director of public health might 

advise that face coverings should temporarily be worn in communal areas or classrooms (by staff and 

visitors, unless exempt).  

• We would like to encourage that, where possible, enquiries continue to take place by phone to the school 

office or by message on Google Classroom, this allows us to begin teaching at our earliest opportunity when 

the school day commences; 

• In September we will be reopening both entrances to school. You will be able to enter school via the 

pedestrian gate opposite Cavendish Road or the gate on Manor Lane. Please don’t forget to consider our 

local residents and park considerately so that they can still access their driveways; 

• We will continue to operate a one-way system at drop off and collection times. Please follow the one-way 

system until you reach your child’s classroom. Staff will be available to direct you and signs will be displayed, 

so please don’t worry if you don’t know where the classroom is located. We would therefore recommend 

that year 1 parents use the Priory Road entrance to avoid having to complete a full circuit of the school when 

exiting the premises.  

• In September normal start and finish times will resume; 

 

 

What time do I need to arrive/collect? 

 
Arrival  

 

8.40 - 8.50 am Rolling start to the school day. Children to enter between these times 

8.50  Doors will close and registration will take place. Anyone who arrives after this 
time will need to enter via the school office and sign in as late.  

 
Collection 
 

3.10 pm ALL reception children will be dismissed 

3.15 pm Years 1 – 6 will be dismissed 

 



 

Where will my child enter/exit the school building? 

Please be aware that entrance/exit points may vary for your child’s class.  

 

Class  Entrance  Exit  

RH – Miss Hopkins Via doors located under the 
green canopy  

Via doors located under the 
canopy 

RG – Miss Gilliland Via doors located under the 
green canopy  

Via doors located under the 
canopy 

1C – Mrs Clarke Classroom fire door Classroom fire door 

1B – Mrs Beecroft/Mrs Button Classroom fire door Classroom fire door 

2RW – Mrs Wright Green doors located by ramp to 
school hall 

Green doors located by ramp to 
school hall 

2G – Miss Gillon Classroom fire door Classroom fire door- walked to 
playground 

3/4D – Miss Davey Classroom fire door Classroom fire door 

3/4R – Mr Rizzo Classroom fire door Classroom fire door 

3/4W – Miss Wilding  Classroom fire door Classroom fire door 

5M – Mrs Murphy Green doors located by ramp to 
school hall 

Green doors located by ramp to 
school hall 

5W – Mr Woodfield Upper KS2 door Upper KS2 door 

6G – Mrs Gill Upper KS2 door Upper KS2 door 

6C – Miss Crowson  Upper KS2 door Upper KS2 door 

 

The above are all part of our control measures as a school. Our revised risk assessment is now placed on our 
school website and will be reviewed regularly as circumstances in our school and public health changes. This 
includes having active arrangements in place to monitor that the controls are effective and working as 
planned. 

We hope that you will feel reassured that the measures we are putting in place will help to keep everyone safe 
yet allow us to return to some form of normality. If you do still have concerns, then please don’t hesitate to 
contact us.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you once again for all your ongoing support over the past twelve 
months. It has been an extremely difficult year for everyone with lockdown, remote learning, outbreaks, and 
constantly changing guidance from the government. But, as always, staff and parents have worked together to 
provide the very best for the children.  

I would also like to thank you for the cards, gifts and well wishes you have sent in to school for the staff over 
the past week, they have been much appreciated.  

I do hope that you all manage to have a lovely Summer and enjoy spending time together with friends and 
family. I look forward to seeing you all in September.  

Take care, stay safe, relax and have fun! 

Kind regards 

 
Mrs Joanna Turner  

(Headteacher) 
 


